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My fellow colleagues, some of you have
been very busy working for this organization.
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Kudos as well to those who remained cosy and warm
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writing for this awesome newsletter or creating our
new Facebook presence. Outstanding work.
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With the warm weather enticing us out again, I hope
you will attend the Hot Docs screening of “For The
Record,” (see www.hotdocs.ca) and follow the speed demons of our profession
attempting 400 wpm. Just hearing the words "400 wpm" takes my breath away.
Plus, a Facebook rumour has it that Stan "The Stanographer" Sakai
(www.stanographer.com) will be at the April 27th screening of "For The Record"
captioning, on stage, the Q&A after the show. A steno celebrity in our midsts.
Don’t miss it!
Terry Wood, CSR, RPR
President, CSRAO
2014-2015
president@csrao.net

For dates and times to see "For The Record",
click below.

CALL FOR ARTICLES:
It only takes a second. Why not make a list of things as they occur to you and send them to
webmaster@csrao.net when convenient. Please submit your best tips and shortforms. As a
working reporter with experience, what helped you the most in your first two years is an
example. Put on those thinking caps and remember back to the days of yore, folks.

A Brave New World
CROSS-BORDER COURT REPORTING
BY KIM NEESON
TO SET THE SCENE: A CASE TRIED IN TWO COURTROOMS — one in Toronto, Ontario, Canada,
and one in Wilmington, Del.; videoconferencing required so that Toronto can see Delaware, and
Delaware can see Toronto, including the two judges, the witness, the questioning attorney, and
the exhibits; two sets of court reporting teams — one in Toronto and one in Wilmington — with
two sets of realtime streaming — one emanating from Toronto and one from Wilmington; and
only one certified transcript of the entire proceedings delivered by 10 p.m. every night.

THE QUICK FACTS
• 23 days of joint trial evidence
• More than 5,500 pages, with many days
being more than 300 pages in length
• Thousands of exhibits logged
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• More than 20 fact witnesses and more
than 20 expert witnesses called
This is the stuff that technical nightmares are made of. Yet despite some
occasional glitches, the reporting
teams, consisting of Lorraine
Marino, RDR, CRR, and
Gail Verbano, RDR, CRR,
of Wilcox & Fetzer in
Delaware; Deana
Santedicola,
RPR, CRR,
and myself,
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Kim Neeson, RPR, CRR, CBC, CCP, of
Neeson & Associates in Toronto, rose to the
occasion and delivered the best technical
and transcript services our profession has
to offer.
Managing a large undertaking such as
the Nortel Networks bankruptcy trial is no
easy feat. Neeson took the lead with regard
to the management of the trial from the
court reporting perspective. That undertaking involved hours and hours of management time that allowed us to ensure:
• The reporters in both locations had
screens for viewing both the videoconferencing and the exhibits.
• The reporters had an audio feed from
the audio-visual company that was of
high quality and could be used both for
recording and listening purposes.
• The hard-wired Internet connections in
both locations were secure and the reporters would solely have it for their own
use.
LiveDeposition, our stream provider,
coordinated protocols for each stream location to ensure easy connectivity and an
“once only” type of setup for the reporters and the users of the system;
in addition, all parties who were
allowed to view the stream
were set up in proper
groups (hundreds of
invitations were involved).
A dedicated
staff member was
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trained for trial technical support, transcript production of both the rough draft
and the late night certified, and management of the repository and exhibit hyperlinking.
As the reporters on the joint trial, we
had to work through many issues before we
walked through the courtroom door, such as:

• Developing the protocol for merging
of transcripts and the responsibility of
each reporter in their jurisdiction.
• Agreeing on how to split billings and
actual court days.
• Spellings — Canadian or American or
both?
Remember, we were dealing with two completely separate jurisdictions in distinct
countries. A small example: While the U.S.
identifies the clerk of the court as “The
Clerk,” the Canadian jurisdiction calls that
person “The Registrar.” We had two judges
— they were identiﬁed as “The U.S. Court”
and “The Canadian Court.” Nomenclature
became an interesting point of debate.
Canadian courts use the term “Direct Examination” when American courts use “Examination in-Chief,” and since we didn’t
want to be biased toward any one court, we
agreed we would insert “Examination inChief/Direct Examination by” in order to
capture both jurisdictions’ parlance.
We also needed to ensure as little editing on our merged files as possible. Lorraine and Gail are on Eclipse; Deana and I
are on Case CATalyst. We used RTF ﬁle conversions in order to import files into our
respective systems. One interesting tidbit:
When creating an RTF from either version
of software, do not open that RTF ﬁle before sending it to the other reporter. It took
several telephone calls with our respective
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• Developing the protocol for who would
be the “cert” reporter and who would be
the “check” reporter.

N
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• How we would jointly indicate the
swearing of witnesses, the various examination types, the court designations,
recesses, start and end times, exhibits,
and indexing, just to name a few issues.
The list is long when you start to go
through a standard transcript!

software support
providers to find
this out. If the RTF is
opened before sending,
weird formatting gremlins
seem to get implanted. For example, one night the RTF from
Delaware had some steno in it — but
yet when looking at the RTF in Word, it
was perfect! So if you learn nothing else
from this article, use this piece of information as a takeaway when dealing with your
fellow reporters on a job share!
As you would expect, our first week was
a fairly stressful, intense one, with technology glitches — such as no audio feed, no
Internet access at times and therefore no
streaming or uploading to our scopists, and
the odd loss of videoconference feed. We
decided ahead of time that if the witness
was called in Delaware, then the Delaware
team would be the cert reporter and prepare both the rough draft and final transcript; if the witness was called in Toronto,
we would reverse. We had days when each
team performed both duties when multiple witnesses were called. Whichever team
started the day as the cert reporter, however, would provide the entire day’s rough
draft; there was no time to piece together
bits of a rough draft; we saved that task for
the final certified transcript.
We were very grateful to see that all
questioning attorneys were present in the
venue where the witness was called; that
made life a little easier for the cert reporter.
The check reporter would be available to
provide any areas that couldn’t be heard,
or if there was a technical difficulty, to assist the cert reporter. Lorraine experienced
tremendous audio difficulties when reporting at the pretrials when all audio was by
teleconference. When we started the trial,
we didn’t know whether these issues would
continue or would be resolved.
Due to the combination of high concerns about the ability to hear all parties
in both courtrooms from one location and
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the fact that
both
courts
wished to have
their own reporters present, all parties
agreed that each jurisdiction would have their own
reporter, but only one transcript
would be ultimately produced.
For the Canadian team, I can tell you
it was a bit of an adjustment to see counsel
addressing our court ungowned. Our attorneys are fully gowned (but no wigs, which
I’m sure everyone is grateful for). I also
found some accents difficult to get a handle on, particularly one lawyer from Boston,
although I think the London and Scotland
experts gave all of us the hardest run for our
money.
Court reporting on the Nortel trial was
one of the most challenging jobs of our collective careers. But above all, it was a pleasure to work with such a talented, dedicated
group of reporters who made our profession
proud. No digital recording system could
ever perform this work, and it is yet another
reason why steno reporting combined with
technology is a winning combination.
Kim Neeson, RPR, CRR, CBC, CCP, is a firm owner
and freelance court reporter based in Toronto,
Ontario, Canada. Neeson has earned NCRA’s Realtime
Systems Administrator certificate. She can be reached
at kim_neeson@neesoncourtreporting.com.
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GET QUICK
SPEED CLASSES
By Lisa Barrett, CSR, RPR, CRR

My first speed class on February 7th,
started out with a bang or, rather, a
snowstorm! It didn’t seem to matter;
there was still an impressive attendance.

Jade works extensively with students in
mentoring and giving helpful
suggestions and is always positive.
Week 3

The students were given live two-voice
dictation, as well as an abundance of
NCRA materials. The dictation speeds
varied between 180 to 225. We did
some readbacks. Gina Nicoll, CCVS
online instructor, was also present each
week to help us with three-voice
dictation and to add pressure to
students by walking around and looking
at their real-time screens.
Each of the four weeks I was lucky to be
able to engage Skype guests.

Leah Willersdorf, BIVR Council Member
(bivr.org.uk/council-members/leah-willer
sdorf), spoke to us from the UK. She is
Australian but stationed in the UK and
travels extensively throughout Europe.
She told us that she first became
interested in court reporting at the age
of 15 when she saw a court reporter on
"L.A. Law". She’s a big fan of "Suits"
and was really impressed when we told
her that Cynthia Yan, one of the
students, was a court reporter in four
episodes of Suits.

Week 1
Week 4
Christy Cannariato, California Court
Reporters’ Association (former Board
member and former SecretaryTreasurer), founder/creator/designer of
BOOT CAMP (particularly geared for
student/junior reporters), talked about
the importance of NCRA credentials in
the US and the importance of being
"real-time ready".
Week 2
Jade King spoke to us from Singapore.
She spoke about how she was
self-taught and how she had
"auditioned" writing real-time for three
judges in Australia and been chosen for
her court reporter position there.
She spoke to the class about "clean
drops" when the speeds are ridiculously
fast and one is writing real-time. Jade
has been living in Hong Kong and writes
an exceptionally interesting, funny blog
about her life and reporting in Hong
Kong at https://jadeluxe.wordpress.com.

Stacey Donison (below) spoke to us
from BC. She has the contract in The
Hague and has reported on various
international criminal trials. She has
employed anywhere from 8 to 16
reporters there. Most of the reporters
working in The Hague are Canadian.
She says she looks for NCRA credentials
when looking to recruit reporters, i.e.,
RPR, CRR, RMR certifications as a
starting point.

Terry Wood, CSRAO President, attended
the first class and spoke to the class
about the benefits of joining the CSRAO
and attending the conferences. Terry
was good enough to provide me with
transcripts of some of her criminal trials
to dictate.
I was lucky that I had volunteers who
came to dictate with me and share their
experience and give tips and tricks.
Thank you to: Angela Gunn, Denise
Agard, Teresa Forbes, Deana
Santedicola. Each co-dictator brought
their own advice and special tips and
experience to the class, which helped
greatly to motivate the students. I think
the students really enjoyed all the
personal stories, too.
The classes had anywhere from 8 to 16
students. The students were a mixture
of working reporters of 3 to 5 years,
recent graduates from CCVS and veteran
reporters who were working towards
getting RPR, CRR certifications.
All students were required to bring a
food bank item. I was happy dropping
off the food at my local food bank.
The class has gained so much
momentum that the students wish to
continue on their own. How
wonderful that makes me feel.
A big thank-you to Kimberley
Stewart for letting us use the
offices of ASAP/CCVS and to
Gina for coming each week to
help. Also thank you to Rachel
and Catherine for ensuring that
the Skype was always set up
and the building elevators were
accessible.

CSRAO Spring 2015 - 4

Saturday Mornings with Lisa Barrett
By Cynthia Yan, Associate
As many of us know, writing a speed
test is extremely different from our
everyday work of exams and CART.
When it comes to writing a speed test,
our hearts start to palpitate and our
palms begin to sweat as soon as we
hear the words "Ready, begin." For
some, the thought of someone watching
their screen while writing real-time also
causes anxiety.
That’s why it was such a wonderful
opportunity when Lisa Barrett arranged
Saturday morning practice and test prep
sessions during the month of February.
Those who attended were in for a
variety of different speed-building,
confidence-building, and skill-building
exercises.
Lisa provided recorded material, conflict
finders, and live two-voice and
three-voice testimony with the help of
guest reporters. And as nerve-wracking
as it was, those that attended also
practised read-backs and real-time while
someone watched their laptop screens.

Lisa also lined up a number of Skype
guest speakers who spoke from different
parts of the world, including Singapore,
the UK, and BC. Each guest shared
something different from their
experiences. To name a few, Jade King,
from Singapore, shared her insight on
her "clean drop" technique, and Stacey
Donison from B.C. spoke of the
credentials of reporters working in The
Hague. Each week, a different Skype
guest shared valuable information about
the amazing world of court reporting,
each from a different
perspective.

Working reporters and students shared
tips, shared frustrations, and it was a
wonderful time to be part of the steno
community.
While these events are far and few
between, I’m so thankful to Lisa for
putting together the sessions. I’m sure
there are a number of reporters who will
soon be writing and passing tests thanks
to Lisa’s hard work!

I personally jumped
at the chance when I
heard Lisa was
offering the session.
I’m so glad I went
and attended every
Saturday. It was
such a positive
learning environment
that reminded me of
steno school.

Apple Oatmeal Muffins, by Lisa Barrett, CSR, RPR, CRR
I made these for my "Get Quick" class, and they seemed to be enjoyed. I know my husband was mad when he saw me taking
them out the door on Saturday mornings. He thought I made them ALL for him!
Makes 26 muffins.
Ingredients:
1
complete bag of Quaker oatmeal
muffin mix (yes, I cheated!),
lo-fat or regular
2
eggs
¾ cup water. (If too dry, add water a
bit at a time.) The apples will
make it moist also.
3
apples, not peeled, but washed
and cut into small pieces.

Additions:
2 tbsp sugar
1 tbsp sugar (again
2 tsp
1 tsp

cinnamon
cinnamon (again)

2 tbsp butter

Directions:
1. Mix apples in a bowl with about 2 tbsp of
sugar and 2 tsp of cinnamon (if you think
that’s too much, cut it back)
2. Crumble 1/3 cup of oatmeal, mixed with 2
tbsp of butter, 1 tsp of cinnamon and 1
tbsp of sugar.
3. Mix everything but the crumble together.
4. Fill paper-lined muffin tins.
5. Put crumble on top.
6. Bake at 400 for 20 minutes.
7. Remove and refill muffin tins until
completed.
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SETTING UP A COURT REPORTING BUSINESS
...EVEN FOR A ONE-PERSON SHOP
By Rachel L.A. Rosenberg, CSR
While you may be just starting out as a
junior reporter, it is nevertheless
important not only to have correct
transcripts but also to have correct
recordkeeping, and not just
recordkeeping vis-à-vis backup and
storage of transcripts and sound files,
not just logging of job dates for
invoicing purposes and for finding old
holds which turn up as back orders. You
need to take government and
accounting recordkeeping/bookkeeping
seriously as well.
What
Register/renew a
business name

Jurisdiction
Provincial
(Ontario)

If you make it a habit to track this
information and schedule required
duties, electronically or otherwise, you
can make the task easy, quick and
reliable.
It's not just a question of where your
court reporting career will take you or
even which branch of court reporting
you may end up exercising. You might
ultimately decide to set up your own
firm or even be in the fortunate position
to take over an existing agency.

At the very least, you need to
understand the below details in case
such terms and concepts arise during
the course of cases.
So as a one-person "corporation", what
do you need to do as a court reporter to
keep on the good side of Canada
Revenue Agency ("CRA") and
agencies/clients?

Why

How

Banks prefer to open "business" bank
accounts in a business name rather than
your own personal name. As well, CRA
will not dispute you have a business,
with the ability to claim business
deductions, if you register a business
name and have a bank account in that
name.

Businesses can register provincially or
federally.

You MUST keep business income
separate from personal income both for
tax purposes and clarity of
recordkeeping.

Provincially, you can register as a sole
proprietor, a partnership or a limited
liability company.
Federally, you would register a
company if you had branches in most
provinces across the country. The
obvious choice is to register as a sole
proprietorship, i.e., one-person
ownership, which you can do here:
https://www.bdccanada1.com/bdc_or
der/index.php?website=index&page=
commerce&op=options&packageId=6
4
Follow the instructions re fees and
note renewal dates. Fees to register
a business can be considered a
legitimate business expense.
NOTE: Business names must be
renewed every five years, so keep
track and don't let your entitlement to
use your trade name expire.
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What
Commissioner of
Oaths (for
swearing
witnesses)

Jurisdiction
Provincial
(Ontario)

Why

How

If you are required to swear witnesses
and/or interpreters (e.g., swear
interpreters before witnesses) at
discoveries, depositions or, occasionally,
at hearings, you need to have registered
with the Ministry at the Attorney General
for Ontario.

As of this date, this cannot be
accomplished online. Please see the
Attorney General's web site at
http://www.attorneygeneral.jus.gov.o
n.ca/english/courts/notary_public/def
ault.asp for up-to-date info.
NOTE: The Commissioner of Oaths
expires every three years so you must
keep track and allow approximately
one month's time in order to submit
an application and receive your
commission.

Invoicing

Provincial
(Ontario) & Federal
(Canada)

Have a system/software in place to
make this job easy and less timeconsuming. If you provide services to
an agency which does invoicing for you,
that makes the job easier. However,
you may take jobs elsewhere and so
should have something set up for this.
Also be aware that Canadian tax rules
prefer to see separation between
agencies and contractors so contractors
don't run the risk of appearing to be
employees.

Use software such as Word,
WordPerfect, Excel, Google Sheets,
etc., which can help do the
calculations automatically for you.
Alternatively, use bookkeeping
software, either standalone or online,
such as QuickBooks, QuickBooks
Online, FreshBooks, Wave. (More on
recordkeeping software next issue.)

Even with agencies providing invoicing
services, you need to be very aware of
how much you earned on transcripts
(net sales), the HST applied to same,
and the total of the two (i.e., net sales
plus tax = gross sales).

HST Collection

Federal (Canada)

Once your court reporting earnings
reach $30,000 you are required to apply
to the Government of Canada for an
HST number and to put this on your
invoices and any communications with
CRA.

Either your agency or you will have to
apply 13% (Ontario rate) HST to your
invoices. So if your transcript fees
are $1,000, you need to add $13 to
your invoice and submit an invoice to
your agency for $1,013.
Register at:
http://www.cra-arc.gc.ca/tx/bsnss/tpc
s/gst-tps/rgstrng/menu-eng.html#ho
w
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What
HST Remittance
(Business)

Jurisdiction
Federal (Canada)

Why

How

CRA requires that you forward to them a
specified portion of HST collected AND
requires an annual return to be
completed which allows them to retrieve
the HST remittance funds you have sent.

SEND CRA HST collected by doing the
appropriate calculations hereafter and
paying at your bank, sending by mail
or paying online.

High earners may be required to remit
quarterly instalments and file an annual
return. Those who earn lesser amounts
are well advised to make quarterly
instalments in order to keep up to date
with payments as well as file their
annual return.
NOTE: Although you collect 13% HST,
Ontario companies which render a
service, such as court reporters, are
required to remit HST to the federal
government at a basic 8.8%. This
difference is reported on your personal
income tax return as income from a
business, and you are taxed on this
difference so you actually get to retain
somewhat less of it. This is new as of
2013.

Personal Income
Tax

Federal (Canada)

Having deposited your court reporting
earnings into your business account, any
withdrawals from this account into your
personal bank account or taken as cash
for personal use will be considered
personal, not business, income. This
income AND your business income are to
be reported on your personal tax return
in the appropriate places.

REGISTER for a CRA Online Business
Account to make installments and file
the annual return:
http://www.cra-arc.gc.ca/esrvc-srvce/
tx/bsnss/myccnt/menu-eng.html
After applying for your online
business account, CRA will send you
via snail mail your access code.
PLEASE NOTE that your access code
has an expiry date, at which point you
need to apply for a new one.

Whether you do your income tax
return yourself or hand it to a
bookkeeper to prepare a business set
of books as well as calculate your
personal income tax, you should open
a personal tax account with CRA at
http://www.cra-arc.gc.ca/esrvc-srvce/
tx/ndvdls/myccnt/menu-eng.html.
Note: You can now pay income tax
online or via credit card via
www.plastiq.com.

NOTE:

Remittance of HST collected and balances owing for personal income tax can, of course,
be paid at your bank or mailed in. An advantage of remitting and paying HST installments
online is that you receive an immediate receipt for your records.
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FUN WITH THE HARMONIZED SALES TAX!
By Rachel Rosenberg, CSR

Most likely, none of us had the goal of becoming accountants
upon entering the court reporting field. However, to run a
business, it is important to understand HST you are required to
collect from clients (e.g., from lawyers, agencies or others) and
the amount of same you are required to remit, i.e., send, to the
government.

Specifically, the amount of HST remittance you must send to
the CRA if you provide services in Ontario is: 8.8%.
Therefore, you collect HST at 13% of your net sales but
calculate your remittances at 8.8% of your gross sales. One
more little wrinkle. You are allowed 1% of gross sales under
$30,000 as a way of counteracting HST on supplies you may
purchase in the running of your business.

Drum roll. Here are Ontario HST remittance rates for service
industries, of which we are one:
http://www.cra-arc.gc.ca/E/pub/gp/rc4058/rc4058-e.html#P225 You can try testing your calculations at this handy site:
_18783
http://www.yaleandpartners.ca/calc_gst.htm

Table A: ANNUAL CALCULATION OF HST OWING TO CRA
Net Sales

13% HST

Gross Sales

HST 1% credit for gross
sales under $30,000
($30,000 x .01)

HST Remittance @
8.8% (Gross Sales
$67,800 x .088)

Total HST to Remit to CRA
($5,966.40 less 1% credit
of $300 on first $30,000)

$

$ 7,800.00

$ 67,800.00

$

$

$

60,000.00

300.00

5,966.40

5,666.40

Table B: QUARTERLY CALCULATION OF HST OWING TO CRA (to make quarterly instalment payments)
The tricky bit is that the $30,000 cut-off point for the 1% credit doesn't fall precisely at a quarter end, so I prefer to calculate
the first $30,000 at 7.8% and the rest at 8.8%. Therefore, when earnings cross that $30,000 threshold, you are going to
need to calculate using two rates for that period, usually in Q1 or Q2 of each year. (In the example below, earnings of
$30,000 are not achieved until Q2; therefore, Q1 gross sales of $20,000 are calculated at .078 (or 7.8%), but Q1 and Q2 sales
reach $35,000, and hence, in Q2 there is still $10,000 left to calculate using 7.8%, leaving $5,000 to calculate using 8.8%.
Q1 Gross Sales

$

20,000.00

Q2 Gross
Sales

Q3 Gross
Sales

$ 15,000.00

$ 18,000.00

Q4 Gross Sales

$

14,800.00

Total Annual Gross
Sales

Total Annual HST
Remittance ($67,800 x
.088) less $300 1% credit

$

$

67,800.00

5,666.40

Table C: QUARTERLY HST CALCULATION SHOWING SPLIT CALCULATION
Quarterly Gross Sales

HST Installment
Calc.

Q1 Gross Sales up to $30,000 x 7.8% (or .078)

$

20,000.00

$

1,560.00

Q2 Gross Sales with 1% credit included off
8.8% (or .088) for gross sales between Q1
earnings and the $30,000 cut-off

$

10,000.00

$

780.00

Q2 Sales portion over the $30,000 cut-off at
full 8.8%

$

5,000.00

$

Q3 Sales at full 8.8%

$

18,000.00

Q4 Sales at full 8.8%

$

Total Annual Sales

$

Quarterly HST Remittance

$

1,560.00

440.00

$

1,220.00

$

1,584.00

$

1,584.00

14,800.00

$

1,302.40

$

1,302.40

67,800.00

Total HST to Remit

$

5,666.40
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HARDWARE NEWS
Logitech's New K380 Bluetooth Device Keyboard
Use it for typing on devices in its tray or as a QWERTY
keyboard on top of your steno machine for quick corrections
on the job, especially for real-time/rough draft jobs, really
any quick turnaround jobs. It comes in two colours, white
and black. Although you can purchase this through
www.amazon.ca, it would appear they only sell the white
one. For black, please see the Logitech web site at
http://www.logitech.com/en-ca/product/multi-device-keyboar
d-k480.

SOFTWARE NEWS
Taming Microsoft Office
Looking to solve Microsoft Office problems, especially
Outlook? Try www.slipstick.com.

ANTI-VIRUS AND INTERNET PROTECTION
Be safe rather than sorry. Did you know that not only you should update your anti-virus definitions but also
update your actual anti-virus/internet suite (Kaspersky, Norton, McAfee, etc.) program three times a year? It
isn't only the definitions that get updated.
Fortunately, nowadays you generally can download and install the new version instead of removing and
installing the new one.
You have now been warned.

And now...TIME FOR A LITTLE SOMETHING TO INSPIRE !
Enjoy this wonderful web site devoted to shorthand in all its forms, fully illustrated.
The actual gallery itself is located in the Federal Courthouse in Central Islip, New York.
http://www.galleryofshorthand.org/historyofmachines.html
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Entertainment & Social:
IF STENO ISN'T ENOUGH OF A CHALLENGE...
Here's another trick of Doctor Dementia to test your skills...
Can you meet this challenge?

Homographs are words of like spelling but with more than one meaning. A
homograph that is also pronounced differently is a heteronym. Some examples!

Good example of a Brain Study!

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.

If you can read this OUT LOUD you have a strong mind.
And better than that: Alzheimer's is a long, long way down
the road before it ever gets anywhere near you.

7H15 M3554G3
53RV35 7O PR0V3
H0W 0UR M1ND5 C4N
D0 4M4Z1NG
7H1NG5! 1MPR3551V3
7H1NG5!
1N 7H3
B3G1NN1NG
17 WA5 H4RD, BU7 N0W
0N 7H15 LIN3
Y0UR M1ND 1S R34D1NG 17
4U70M471C4LLY
W17H0U7 3V3N 7H1NK1NG
4B0U7 17.
B3 PROUD!
0NLY C3R741N P30PL3
C4N R3AD 7H15.

Can you read this?
Only 55 people out of 100 can.

8.
9.
10.
11.
12.
13.
14.
15.
16.
17.
18.
19.
20.

The bandage was wound around the wound.
The farm was used to produce produce.
The dump was so full that it had to refuse more refuse.
We must polish the Polish furniture.
He could lead if he would get the lead out.
The soldier decided to desert his dessert in the desert.
Since there is no time like the present, he thought it was time to
present the present.
A bass was painted on the head of the bass drum.
When shot at, the dove dove into the bushes.
I did not object to the object.
The insurance was invalid for the invalid.
There was a row among the oarsmen about how to row.
They were too close to the door to close it.
The buck does funny things when the does are present.
A seamstress and a sewer fell down into a sewer line.
To help with planting, the farmer taught his sow to sow.
The wind was too strong to wind the sail.
Upon seeing the tear in the painting I shed a tear.
I had to subject the subject to a series of tests.
How can I intimate this to my most intimate friend?

Let's face it. English is a crazy language.
There is no egg in eggplant, nor ham in hamburger; neither apple nor pine in
pineapple. English muffins weren't invented in England or French fries in France.
Sweetmeats are candies while sweetbreads, which aren't sweet, are animal
organs. We take English for granted. However, if we explore its paradoxes, we
find that quicksand can work slowly, boxing rings are square and a guinea pig is
neither from Guinea nor is it a pig.
And why is it that writers write but fingers don't fing, grocers don't groce and
hammers don't ham? If the plural of tooth is teeth, why isn't the plural of booth,
beeth? One goose, two geese. So one moose, two meese? One index, two
indices?
Doesn't it seem crazy that you can make amends but not one amend? If you have
a bunch of odds and ends and get rid of all but one of them, what do you call it?
If teachers taught, why didn't preachers praught? If a vegetarian eats vegetables,
what does a humanitarian eat?
Sometimes I think all the English speakers should be committed to an asylum for
the verbally insane. In what language do people recite at a play and play at a
recital, ship by truck and send cargo by ship, have noses that run and feet that
smell? How can a slim chance and a fat chance be the same while a wise man
and a wise guy are opposites? You have to marvel at the unique lunacy of a
language in which your house can burn up as it burns down, in which you fill in
a form by filling it out, and in which an alarm goes off by going on.
English was invented by people, not computers, and it reflects the creativity of the
human race, which, of course, is not a race at all. That is why when the stars are
out they are visible, but when the lights are out they are invisible.
PS - Why doesn't 'Buick' rhyme with 'quick'?

CSRAO Spring 2015 - 11

